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Let’s ask a question…Let’s ask a question…

What keeps you up at night What keeps you up at night 
regarding drugs and your regarding drugs and your 

children?children?



Diverted Prescription Diverted Prescription 
DrugsDrugs

Drug IdentificationDrug Identification



OxycodoneOxycodone
(OxyContin, Percocet, (OxyContin, Percocet, PercodanPercodan))
High risk of abuseHigh risk of abuse
Abusers often dissolve or scrape away Abusers often dissolve or scrape away 
time release coating (time release coating (OxycontinOxycontin))
Abusers subject to extreme withdrawal Abusers subject to extreme withdrawal 
symptomssymptoms
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KlonopinKlonopin
Used legally to treat panic disorder, is a Used legally to treat panic disorder, is a 
depressant and is commonly abused, as depressant and is commonly abused, as 
with Vicodin.with Vicodin.

Abusers will commonly “doctor shop” to Abusers will commonly “doctor shop” to 
obtain the drugs legally, and then sell to obtain the drugs legally, and then sell to 
other abusers.other abusers.
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VicodinVicodin

HydrocodoneHydrocodone
Analgesic (pain reliever)Analgesic (pain reliever)
Commonly abused, abusers will also Commonly abused, abusers will also 
“doctor shop” for prescriptions“doctor shop” for prescriptions
Withdrawal symptoms can also be Withdrawal symptoms can also be 
extremeextreme
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RitalinRitalin

(Ritalin®, (Ritalin®, MethylinMethylin®, ®, ConcertaConcerta®) is to treat ®) is to treat 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in 
children. The increased use of this substance for children. The increased use of this substance for 
the treatment of ADHD has paralleled an the treatment of ADHD has paralleled an 
increase in its abuse among adolescents and increase in its abuse among adolescents and 
young adults who crush these tablets and snort young adults who crush these tablets and snort 
the powder to get high. Youngsters have little the powder to get high. Youngsters have little 
difficulty obtaining methylphenidate from difficulty obtaining methylphenidate from 
classmates or friends who have been prescribed classmates or friends who have been prescribed 
it. Greater efforts are needed to safeguard this it. Greater efforts are needed to safeguard this 
medication at home and school.medication at home and school.
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RohypnolRohypnol
Rohypnol (Rohypnol (flunitrazepamflunitrazepam), most commonly ), most commonly 
known as a dateknown as a date--rape drug, continues to rape drug, continues to 
be abused among teenagers and young be abused among teenagers and young 
adults, usually at raves and nightclubs. adults, usually at raves and nightclubs. 
The drug remains readily available, mainly The drug remains readily available, mainly 
through pharmaceutical operators located through pharmaceutical operators located 
in Mexico, especially Tijuana. in Mexico, especially Tijuana. 
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Illegal SubstancesIllegal Substances



MarijuanaMarijuana

Green, leafy vegetable matterGreen, leafy vegetable matter
Active ingredient is THCActive ingredient is THC
Can be smoked or eatenCan be smoked or eaten
Usually manufactured in large amounts Usually manufactured in large amounts 
from Mexico and Californiafrom Mexico and California
$2000.00 lb and up, depending on grade$2000.00 lb and up, depending on grade
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CocaineCocaine

White, flaky powder, somewhat resembles White, flaky powder, somewhat resembles 
snow.snow.
Can be snorted, smoked, or injectedCan be snorted, smoked, or injected
Extremely addictive, especially in smoked Extremely addictive, especially in smoked 
form, “crack”form, “crack”
Quick euphoric high, even quicker with Quick euphoric high, even quicker with 
“crack” use and intravenous use.“crack” use and intravenous use.
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HeroinHeroin
An addictive drug that is processed from An addictive drug that is processed from 
morphine and usually appears as a white or morphine and usually appears as a white or 
brown powder. brown powder. 
Effects include a surge of euphoria followed Effects include a surge of euphoria followed 
by alternately wakeful and drowsy states by alternately wakeful and drowsy states 
and cloudy mental functioning. Associated and cloudy mental functioning. Associated 
with fatal overdose andwith fatal overdose and-- particularly in users particularly in users 
who inject the drugwho inject the drug--infectious diseases such infectious diseases such 
as HIV/AIDS and hepatitis. as HIV/AIDS and hepatitis. 
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EcstasyEcstasy
A humanA human--made drug that acts as both a made drug that acts as both a 
stimulant and a hallucinogen. It is taken stimulant and a hallucinogen. It is taken 
orally as a capsule or tablet. orally as a capsule or tablet. 
ShortShort--term effects include feelings of term effects include feelings of 
mental stimulation, emotional warmth, mental stimulation, emotional warmth, 
enhanced sensory perception, and enhanced sensory perception, and 
increased physical energy. Adverse health increased physical energy. Adverse health 
effects can include nausea, chills, effects can include nausea, chills, 
sweating, teeth clenching, muscle sweating, teeth clenching, muscle 
cramping, and blurred vision. cramping, and blurred vision. 
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MethamphetamineMethamphetamine

Methamphetamine is made in illegal Methamphetamine is made in illegal 
laboratories and has a high potential for laboratories and has a high potential for 
abuse and addiction. abuse and addiction. 
Can be smoked or injectedCan be smoked or injected
Extremely addictive, causing major Extremely addictive, causing major 
physical and psychological problems, physical and psychological problems, 
paranoia, weight loss, teeth loss etc.paranoia, weight loss, teeth loss etc.
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InhalantsInhalants

Breathable chemical vapors that users Breathable chemical vapors that users 
intentionally inhale because of the intentionally inhale because of the 
chemicals' mindchemicals' mind--altering effects. The altering effects. The 
substances inhaled are often common substances inhaled are often common 
household products that contain volatile household products that contain volatile 
solvents or aerosols. solvents or aerosols. 
Produce a high that resembles alcohol Produce a high that resembles alcohol 
intoxicationintoxication
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KetamineKetamine

KetamineKetamine is an anesthetic that has been is an anesthetic that has been 
approved for both human and animal use approved for both human and animal use 
in medical settings since 1970; about 90 in medical settings since 1970; about 90 
percent of the percent of the ketamineketamine legally sold is legally sold is 
intended for veterinary use. It can be intended for veterinary use. It can be 
injected or snorted. injected or snorted. KetamineKetamine is also is also 
known as "special K" or "vitamin K." known as "special K" or "vitamin K." 
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GHBGHB

Gamma Gamma hydroxybutyratehydroxybutyrate (GHB) is an illicit (GHB) is an illicit 
chemical that has become a major cause chemical that has become a major cause 
of drugof drug--related comas in the US and other related comas in the US and other 
countries. In fact, the number of GHB countries. In fact, the number of GHB 
overdoses in the United States has now overdoses in the United States has now 
outout--paced overdoses from MDMA paced overdoses from MDMA 
(Ecstasy). (Ecstasy). 



*Attendees at dance clubs or “rave” *Attendees at dance clubs or “rave” 
parties are perhaps the most prominent parties are perhaps the most prominent 
users of GHB to alter mood.users of GHB to alter mood.

*Sexual predators of all ages are attracted *Sexual predators of all ages are attracted 
by the by the disinhibitingdisinhibiting and euphoric effects of and euphoric effects of 
GHB, for they know a user may be easily GHB, for they know a user may be easily 
taken advantage of in an assault. taken advantage of in an assault. 
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Patterns of AbusePatterns of Abuse



Changes in friends Changes in friends 
Negative changes in schoolwork, missing Negative changes in schoolwork, missing 
school, or declining grades school, or declining grades 
Increased secrecy about possessions or Increased secrecy about possessions or 
activities activities 
Use of incense, room deodorant, or perfume Use of incense, room deodorant, or perfume 
to hide smoke or chemical odors to hide smoke or chemical odors 
Subtle changes in conversations with friends, Subtle changes in conversations with friends, 
e.g. more secretive, using “coded” language e.g. more secretive, using “coded” language 
Change in clothing choices: new fascination Change in clothing choices: new fascination 
with clothes that highlight drug abuse with clothes that highlight drug abuse 



Increase in borrowing money Increase in borrowing money 
Evidence of drug abuse paraphernalia Evidence of drug abuse paraphernalia 
such as pipes, rolling papers, etc. such as pipes, rolling papers, etc. 
Evidence of use of inhalant products (such Evidence of use of inhalant products (such 
as hairspray, nail polish, correction fluid, as hairspray, nail polish, correction fluid, 
common household products) common household products) 
Bottles of eye drops, which may be used Bottles of eye drops, which may be used 
to mask bloodshot eyes or dilated pupils to mask bloodshot eyes or dilated pupils 
New use of mouthwash or breath mints to New use of mouthwash or breath mints to 
cover up the smell of alcohol cover up the smell of alcohol 
Missing prescription drugs Missing prescription drugs -- especially especially 
narcotics and mood stabilizersnarcotics and mood stabilizers



You can also look for signs of depression, You can also look for signs of depression, 
withdrawal, hostility, or carelessness with withdrawal, hostility, or carelessness with 
grooming. Some of these signs also grooming. Some of these signs also 
indicate there may be a deeper problem indicate there may be a deeper problem 
with depression, gang involvement, or with depression, gang involvement, or 
suicidal thoughts. Be on the watch for suicidal thoughts. Be on the watch for 
these signs so that you can spot trouble these signs so that you can spot trouble 
before it goes further. before it goes further. 



ResourcesResources
Emerson HospitalEmerson Hospital--ConcordConcord
McLean’s HospitalMcLean’s Hospital--BelmontBelmont
Mt. Auburn HospitalMt. Auburn Hospital--CambridgeCambridge
St. Elizabeth’s HospitalSt. Elizabeth’s Hospital--BrightonBrighton
Contact your local guidance counselorContact your local guidance counselor



Belmont P.D. ContactsBelmont P.D. Contacts
Detective/LT Brendan O’LearyDetective/LT Brendan O’Leary
Detective Brendan YoungDetective Brendan Young



Web SourcesWeb Sources
www.theantidrug.comwww.theantidrug.com
www.drugabuse.govwww.drugabuse.gov
www.clubwww.club--drugs.comdrugs.com
www.clubdrugs.orgwww.clubdrugs.org
www.steroidabuse.orgwww.steroidabuse.org
www.freevibe.comwww.freevibe.com
www.Belmontpd.orgwww.Belmontpd.org

http://www.theantidrug.com/
http://www.drugabuse.gov/
http://www.club-drugs.com/
http://www.clubdrugs.org/
http://www.steroidabuse.org/
http://www.freevibe.com/
http://www.belmontpd.org/
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